
Wiki Educational Resources Ltd 

T/A Wikimedia UK
A non-profit company limited by guarantee
Charitable status to be sought, and expected to be granted
Summary
The name “wiki” signifies a collaborative learning and information gathering method. Wikis are of growing interest for the participatory nature of education, and their unparalleled ability to reach out to, and empower, marginalized social groups to help themselves to grow. 
Wiki Educational Resources Ltd (WER) is the UK chapter of a worldwide network of non-profit educational foundations, geared to distributing knowledge, best practices and information freely, for educational purposes. 
Parallel chapters for wiki-based education exist in countries such as Argentina, Australia, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Serbia, Sweden, Switzerland, and Taiwan.
As well as promoting Wiki based learning generally – one of the fastest forms of knowledge distribution – Wiki Educational Resources Ltd has already been appointed the exclusive UK licensee for the name “Wikimedia”, a world-class name in this field of charitable education.
Legal, management and statutory
The company is incorporated in England and Wales, number 05708269, as a usual kind of company limited by guarantee. The wiki educational network chapters are membership organisations, with members drawn from both editors and users of Wiki-based learning, and from elsewhere. WER organises that membership organisation. Some of the members of the Chapter are also members of the Company and, as such, subscribers to the guarantee.  The company was registered on 14 February 2006 and became active following agreement of affiliation in 2007.  The first Board of Directors stood down at the first AGM on 24 June 2007 and sought re-election.  Charitable status is expected to be granted once the formalities have been completed.
The present Board of Directors of Wiki Educational Resources Ltd are:

Ms Alison M Wheeler, MBA

CEO & Chair, signatory to Articles 14 February 2006, re-elected at first AGM.
Ms Arkady Rose

elected at AGM 24 June 2007, appointed as Company Secretary 10 February 2008.
Mr Paul Sinclair, MA

treasurer/CFO, appointed by Board, 10 February 2008. 
Mr David Gerard

Communications and corporate relations, signatory to Articles 14 February 2006, re-elected at first AGM.
A copy of the Articles of Association and of the Memorandum or Association can be supplied or may be downloaded direct from the website of the Chapter at http://www.wikimedia.org.uk/legal.
The Wikimedia Foundation

The Wikimedia Foundation, a charitable non-profit foundation in the United States, helps to make available some of the world’s largest repository of free content, and the world’s most widely read reference works. Collectively, the Wikimedia Foundation wiki-based websites receive over 300,000 “hits” per minute on average [The top WMF website alone receives 300k hits/min]. 
Its best known reference site is the wiki-based encyclopedia, “Wikipedia”, one of the world’s top five brands and top ten reference sites, published in over 250 languages. However the Foundation also makes available the following material, also free to all people in all countries.  
	Project
	Commenced
	Notes

	Free encyclopaedia
	January 2001
	Over 9 million articles in 252 languages, including a simple English version for linguistically and educationally disadvantaged minorities.
In 2006, the Wikimedia Foundation’s wiki-based encyclopaedia “Wikipedia” was rated as the 4th strongest brand in the world, ahead of Starbucks, Nokia, IKEA, Coca-Cola and Toyota, and only behind names such as Google and Apple.

	Free dictionary
	December 2002
	3 million entries in 100 languages. Covers full linguistic resources including thesauri, rhymes, translations, audio pronunciations, etymologies, and quotations. The largest language edition is French, followed by English, Vietnamese and Turkish

	Free general reference texts
	July 2003
	84,000 modules from over 5,000 developing books in 50 languages. Covers textbooks, language courses, manuals, and annotated public domain books, and aims to help both (self-)instruction of students, and teachers in high-schools and universities.

	Free historic reference documents and translations
	November 2003
	A worldwide multilingual source document and translation project, currently holds 315,000 source texts in total. It is a superior format for storing source documents, but also hosts classics, laws and legal rulings, obituaries and other public and free works. In addition, it serves as a base for translating these texts.

	Free media library
	September  2004
	A central repository for all forms of free media – photographs, diagrams, informational and statutory signage, maps, videos, animations, music, sounds, spoken texts, and other free media, as well as performing media enhancement and format conversion for source material. The multilingual community of photographers, illustrators, scanners, audio editors, translators, organisers and annotators provide contributions of material from a large number of regions and cultures. Current repository size is around 2 million items.  Awarded an Honorary Mention for Digital Community at the 2005 Prix Ars Electronica awards in May 2005.

	Free taxonomy guide to all living species
	September 2004
	Repository of complete taxonomical species data on animals, plants, fungi, bacteria, archaea, protista and all other forms of life. To date, details on 115,000 entries have been created. Collaboration with the “Encyclopedia of Life” project is also anticipated, when the latter is more fully underway.

	Free news reporting
	December 2004
	Over 48,000 new items in 23 languages, of which a number (including English) can be accessed via RSS newsfeed.  Reports range from original reporting and interviews to summaries of news from external sources. The wiki ethos of open collaboration and “neutral point of view”  provides a free content and censorship-free alternative to commercial news sites and allows anyone to verify that articles are fact-checked and reviewed prior to publication.

	Educational projects Incubator
	June 2006
	An educational project incubator, where new wiki-based educational projects can be proposed and started by anyone from cultures around the world, with help from volunteer-experts. Early stage projects and proposals include projects to produce and make available musical scores, and historical timelines, on a free basis.

	Free learning and university texts, and related reference and teaching materials
	August 2006
	A provider of free educational and research materials, initiated by wiki-based learning communities in English and Spanish speaking countries, as well as those of Germany, France, Greece, and Italy. Also aims to explore the ways in which learning activities and communities can be facilitated via a model of 'learning by doing', or 'experiential learning'.


As an educational charitable foundation, all knowledge and content within any of these may be freely used, freely edited, freely copied and freely redistributed (subject to minor requirements such as attribution), for any purpose, in perpetuity. There is significant demand for help and assistance in setting up wiki based educational projects to be provided for lesser known cultures worldwide. Examples can be found at the Wikimedia Foundation incubator site, at http://incubator.wikimedia.org 
The Wikimedia Foundation is also an active partner in other “open knowledge” communities, such as ‘Creative Commons’, a world-renowned non-profit organisation devoted to expanding the range of creative work available for others legally to build upon, and which acts as a facilitator in the creation of content licenses suitable for the legal needs of such affairs.

The Wikimedia Foundation acts as a supporter of WER, and a well known exemplar of wiki-based knowledge, both bodies being focussed upon Wiki based learning. 
The work of Wiki Educational Resources Ltd
The Company promotes and facilitates the use of, and obtains support for, Wiki based learning, a method of learning that has wide ramifications for people in both this, and many other countries.  It is uniquely, responsive, respectful of local knowledge, simple to distribute, hard to censor, and able to be produced in multiple languages, including many minority languages in the UK and overseas spoken by few people.
The usage of wiki-based systems to record, maintain and distribute organisational information is a major benefit to both the users of that information and the ongoing ability of that organisation to benefit from the direct experience and knowledge of its members, past and present.
This has great value for both individuals and cultural groups, including well-known hard-to-reach social groups that may become marginalised in official or other publications, as well as facilitation of social groups, collective knowledge building (especially in the welfare and community-based help arena and in “expert knowledge” management), and businesses (including the non-profit, governmental, health and educational sectors).  Examples of organisations using this form of educational knowledge-building include:
<LIST>

Our work has already included making presentations at various commercial and academic conferences and direct to companies. We have been approached about, and are in discussion regarding, possible joint ventures with a number of organisations, including the BBC.  Other presentations and panel discussions have been held at, or are planned with,

· The Association of Online Publishers (annual conference 2007)

· The British Association of American Studies (annual conference, March 2008)

· The leading editors and columnists of The Guardian

· The British Museum

· The Science Museum's Dana Centre

· The London Business School (Social Networking conference, March 2008, agreed)

as well as the Belgo-British Conference in Brussels in 2006. We also respond to a great number of media requests for information and interviews regarding the projects of the Wikimedia Foundation, not only within the UK but from further afield too. A typical request is attached.
This work will be funded by membership fees, individual and corporate donations, and grants.  Its target includes socially marginal minorities, schools, and public services where information and education is to be provided.
< AND WILL BE SPENT ON? >
Chapter network
WER is the UK member of a worldwide charitable network of independent knowledge-promoting non-profit charities. We will be seeking charitable status in the UK – the Articles of Association having been drafted to that end – and fully commencing free knowledge promotion and fundraising operations as soon as the formalities are in place.   We will also be increasing our levels of activity and our fund-raising operations as soon as the formalities have been completed.

The other Wikimedia Chapters worldwide are (as of March 2008):
	Chapter
	Details

	Wikimedia Argentina
	Founded September 2007 in Buenos Aires, a non-profit association run upon the Civil Code of Argentina. 
Official website: www.wikimedia.org.ar

	Wikimédia France
	Founded on 23 October 2004 in Paris, a non-profit association run upon the French law of July 1901. 
Official website: www.wikimedia.fr

	Wikimedia Deutschland

(Germany)
	Gesellschaft zur Förderung Freien Wissens e.V. (Society for the Promotion of Free Knowledge) was founded on 13 June 2004 in Berlin as Wikimedia's first national chapter. Amongst other activities Wikimedia Deutschland has already initiated several important partnerships, including with Directmedia Publishing, the publisher of the German Wikipedia-DVD, and the Deutsche Bibliothek (German national library). Donations to Wikimedia Deutschland are tax-deductible in Germany. 
Official website: www.wikimedia.de

	Wikimedia Israel
	 (Hebrew: לארשי-הידמיקיו, Arabic: ليئارسإ ايدميكيو) Officially registered on 26 June 2007, after an organising process that began on 15 December 2006, at a local conference. 
Official website in Hebrew, Arabic and English: il.wikimedia.org

	Wikimedia Italia

(Italy)
	Società per la diffusione della conoscenza libera (Society for the Furtherance of Free Knowledge), formed on 17 June 2005, in Canino. 
Official website: www.wikimedia.it

	Wikimedia Nederland

(Netherlands)
	Vereniging Wikimedia Nederland, founded on 27 March 2006 in Eindhoven. 
Official website: nl.wikmedia.org

	Wikimedia Polska

(Poland)
	Stowarzyszenie Wikimedia Polska (Polish Wikimedia Association) was formed on 14 August 2005, and registered three months later, on 18 November. 
Official website: pl.wikimedia.org

	Wikimedia Србије

(Serbia)
	The Serbian Chapter, formed on 3 December 2005. 
Official website: rs.wikimedia.org

	Wikimedia Sverige

(Sweden)
	Wikimedia Sverige (Wikimedia Sweden) was founded 20 October 2007, and approved on 11 December 2007. 
Temporary website: meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Sverige

	Wikimedia CH

(Switzerland)
	Verein zur Förderung Freien Wissens was established in Olten on 14 May 2006. 
Official website: www.wikimedia.ch

	Wikimedia Taiwan
	The Taiwan chapter (Chinese: 中 華 民 國 維 基 媒 體 協 會) was officially registered on February 11, 2007 in Taipei, Taiwan, after an organisation process that began in February 19, 2006. It was approved by the Wikimedia Foundation as a Wikimedia Chapter on July 4, 2007. 
Official website in Chinese and English: http://www.wikimedia.tw


Affiliation for further chapters was approved in 2008, for chapters in Australia, Austria (Wikimedia Österreich), the Czech Republic, and Hong Kong.
NOTE!









